THAMESIDE FORUM
MINUTES

2ND APRIL 2009

Present:  Peter Gillard; Cllr Val Morris-Cook; Cllr Carl Morris; PCSO Bill Sparks; Colin Carrett; Janice Carrett; Vernon Merchant; Tessa Dallyn-Roberts, Chair; Mark Griffiths, Secretary:

· Tessa welcomed the Forum members then announced the 25% reduction in our funding this year.

· The Forum members were also asked to keep a note of the hours they gave freely to volunteering so that an accurate record could be kept by Council and an understanding of how much free time volunteers give up each year.

· The Community House in Seabrook Rise, which Thameside Forum help to fund has been going from strength to strength and now has a full timetable of events for the local community every day during the week and often has bookings for private functions at weekends too – congratulations to the volunteer team who have given unstintingly of their time.

· A variety of services are now available from Thurrock Out of Hours Homecare Service with referenced gardeners, builders etc for the elderly (85 plus) further details available from Thurrock Council.

· Police are now more public proactive when burglaries are occurring in specific areas by handing out warning leaflets.
· Forum was reminded that there are average speed cameras and number plate recognition cameras on the QE2 Bridge which should help to keep the area safer. There is also a campaign to protect the A13 through Thurrock in the same way.

· Thameside Forum’s website is currently being updated and hopefully will be online shortly: www.thamesidecf.org.uk 

· Sharon Pritchard will be making a presentation at the next Forum meeting on RECYCLING-7th May 2009
· Fishing Competition will take place as usual this year for local kids, for application forms visit Mick at the Angling shop in Grays.

· New Grays Housing Office opening in centre of Grays away from Council Offices.

· Cllr Carl Morris took on board complaints about cars & rubbish dumped at Askew Farm entrance, is working on funding for new fencing around the allotments next door.

· Cllrs Carl & Val will be providing medals/cups for fishing competition-thankyou.

· Next meeting 7th May 2009
