MINUTES & NEWSLETTER September 2009
10th September

THAMESIDE FORUM

Members Present:
Peter Howe, Church Leader; Colin Carrett; Judith Colman; Doreen Horsey; Audrey Meek; Pat Austin; Janice Carrett; Vernon Marchant; Brian Taylor, Project Manager; Bill James; Tessa Dallyn-Roberts, Chair.
Apologies:   Colin Carrett; Cllrs Val Morris Cook & Carl Morris; 

PC Andy Cayless & Peter Gillard & Thurrock Youth Cabinet.

Tessa welcomed everyone to the meeting, thanked them for making it, with such short notice & apologised for having flu the week before & unable to make the usual meeting date.
Peter Howe, Church Leader Thurrock Christian Fellowship at All Saints Centre, John Street, Grays introduced us to the Bar & Bus Double Decker complete with tea, coffee, soft drinks & Gameboys serving as a mobile youth centre enabling local churches to meet the needs of young people where they are.  The customised buses go out on a weekly basis during the evenings to various locations throughout South East Essex.  The volunteers on the bus give the young people a listening ear, support and a safe environment to socialise.  Full training is offered to every volunteer giving them the skills to deal with most problems and difficult questions.  Their role is to meet, befriend and build a positive relationship with young people.  For more info: www.barnbus.org.uk  & click on – Thurrock.

Requests were made from Belmont Allotments, Thameside Sea Scouts & Belmont Wildlife Garden for funding however exact figures would be made available at next Forum meeting in October – the funding was agreed in principle unanimously by the members present.
Judith Colman asked if anyone knew a reliable local gardener as she had trees, grass & shrubs that needed attention. Brian said he would get right on it and ask around for her.

It was brought to the attention of the Forum that London Rd old gasworks site, opposite Wharf Rd has pavements in front with overhanging branches & bushes obstructing & endangering pedestrians, as they have to go into the road at a busy little roundabout to avoid them, Tessa will send minutes to Cleaning & Greening Dept.

Next Meeting 1st October 2009

Belmont Village Hall
6.45 for 7pm

